Vascular compression of the duodenum (cast syndrome) associated with the treatment of spinal deformities. A report of six cases.
Vascular compression of the duodenum, the so-called cast syndrome, which is due to the mechanical compression of the third part of the duodenum from the superior mesenteric artery, was developed postoperatively in six patients treated for their spine deformities. The early recognition of the clinical signs of the obstructive ileus and the proper conservative treatment proved efficient for five of the patients, and only in one laparotomy and duodeno-jejunostomy were inevitable due to the severity and persistency of the symptoms. The purpose of this report is to record these cases describing the clinical manifestations, the treatment, and the pathogenesis of the vascular compression of the duodenum which may occur during the treatment of the spine deformities.